Project For Children with Deafblindness and Multiple Disabilities

Supported by : CARE & SHARE - USA

Quarterly performance report 

1. Name of the Organisation
:
National Association for the Blind,

                                                                 
Kerala State Branch

 
2. Reporting Period


: 
August 2009 to October 2009
3. Name of Reporter


: 
Mr. Manoj Kurian
                                                      
Chief Executive Officer 
 4. Objectives set for the year:
· Identifying newer children 
· Professional interventions to be provided at the Centre ( like the services of Physiotherapist, Low Vision Consultant, Speech Therapist, etc..) 
· To continue with the home based interventions for needy children
· Renew and apply for the disability certificates for the children already in the program and for new children inducted into the program
· To strengthen the parents group and their involvement.

· To strengthen the interventions of Professional Services by networking with leading hospitals in the city and forming a multidisciplinary approach to the education of these children.

· To provide Assistive Devices to the needy children. 
· Preparation of Individual Education Plan for the new children  and teaching aids
· Outings /Picnics for the parents and children of the project
· Visits to the homes of the children by the Programme Manager 
5. Objectives taken up during the reporting period 

· The Educator of this Project attended the National Training on Deaf blindness on 6th to 8th August 2009 conducted by Sense International India. The main topic of the training was  ‘Educational Management of Children with Cerebral Palsy and Additional Disabilities’  and the main objective of this training was to strengthen and enhance the skills of the Educators with the latest information and developments in the field of Cerebral Palsy, Deafblindness and Additional Disabilities, available globally.

· With the support of National Institute of Speech and Hearing, NAB Kerala arranged a programme for Hearing Assessment for children with deafblindness and Multiple Disability in the Centre and in the month of August. Speech therapy Services for the needy children started with their assistance have started afterwards.

· NAB Kerala jointly with Sense International India organized 3 days training Module Workshop on Deafblindness (4th phase) on August 22, 23 & 24 at Jeevas Training Centre, Aluva, Ernakulam. This training was for the Core committee members of  Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and Integrated Education  for the Disabled Children of  Kerala. The group members were sensitized by the topics – Development of Communication for Deafblind Children, Augmentative and Alternative Communication, using tangible symbols to enhance Communication etc.

· On September 23 & 24, the Southern - Regional Co-ordinator of Sense International India visited the Project and did a vision assessment for needy children of this centre.

· On October 23 & 24 NAB Kerala organized two days training Programme for the Educators of VIMD Project, Ernakulam.  The training was many focused on to Prepare Educational Plan for the children in the VIMD Project in Ernakulam District.

6. a) Total number of Children Availing services 

 :    29
    b) Number of Adult persons in the program 

 : 05
    c) Number of children who received services  this quarter:  29
    d) Number of children availing financial assistance :  06
7.  Family Development Meetings 

· On August 1st and October 16th , Family Development Meetings were held at NAB Office, Trivandrum. The Project for children with Deafblindness and Multiple disability’ has completed 10 Yrs and we have planned to organize a celebration in December 2009 and the discussions were held in this regard.

· On October 9th a small get together of parents of the Children under our project was held at Mrs. Filly’s house (Sneha representative).  Now we are promoting this type of gatherings in order to strengthen the  relationship between Sneha Members, ie parents.

· Onam Celebration was organized for the Sneha Members in the month of September at NAB Office.  A grand ‘Onam lunch’ was prepared by the Staff and Parents  together.  This was a memorable event for all the people.

· On 8th October we observed the ‘World Sight day’ and 15th October ‘White Cane Day’ with Rally, Seminars and Free Eye Camps. Organized awareness rallies at different Districts of Kerala and distributed White Cane to the  needy people.

8.   Interventions provided during this quarter  
· Conducted family meetings, and celebrations.

· Conducted the assessments (Vision & hearing)

· Interacted with different NGO’s

· Sensitised the parents

· Support given to the CBR Staffs in VIMD Project Ernakulam.

9. Visitors to the program during the quarter 

· The staff of Sense International India from Ahmedabad visited our Centre, during their journey to Trivandrum for the National Workshop at Kovalam.
· A Japanese team from YMCA Atomi, Japan visited the centre and appreciated our efforts to reduce the difficulties of the children.
· Students of Holy Angel’s Convent, Trivandrum visited the Centre as part of their Social Service Programme and had interaction with the children.
· Mr. Pankaj Vishwakarma, Head Programme Development, Sightsavers International India, Mumbai visited the centre and observed the activities.
10. Achievements 

<
Strengthened the family network through various activities.

<
Integrated some of the deafblind and multiple disabilities children in regular schools

<
There has been tremendous improvement in each of the child’s present level of functioning in communication, motor, self help, cognitive and social skills  
<
More parents are approaching us for services of this kind.
<
A multi disciplinary team has been formed 
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